

Catechesis on the Papacy

Grades 6-8 Resource Guide: How is a Pope elected?

Preparation
Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 871-913 and summary paragraphs 934-945 to prepare you for this lesson.  Read the Core Theology on the Papacy document.

How is the new Pope chosen?

The Church leaders, designated as the College of Cardinals, gather in Rome, Italy to elect a new Pope either when the previous Pope dies or resigns.  This process of electing the new Pope is known as a conclave.  The election of a Pope is quite different than a democratic election for a mayor or a president, especially since political campaigning, debates, and speeches are irrelevant in selecting the next Pope.  Secrecy is very important so that the cardinals are not influenced by other people.  In fact, all cardinals under the age of 80 years old will remain locked in the Sistine Chapel, until they choose a new Pope.  They promise not to use their cell phones, read newspapers, and they stay together at the Vatican the entire time of the election, whether it be days or weeks. 

Each cardinal receives a ballot and inscribes a name.  A two-thirds majority is needed for election of the new Pope. Each completed ballot is placed on an open paten, and then dropped into a chalice. If the two-thirds majority is not reached, the ballots are burned in a stove with a chemical to emit black smoke (straw used to be added to make the smoke black); but if white smoke is seen, then a new pope has been elected. This balloting process occurs up to four times a day, twice in the morning and twice in the afternoon, until a pope is elected.  The cardinals who will vote spend time praying and listening to the Holy Spirit in their hearts before they vote.  This way, they know the man they elect as the new leader of the Church on earth is the one that Jesus would call if he were on the earth today, just like he called Peter (cf. Matthew 16:17-19).
	
Because the cardinals are still in the locked room, the people waiting outside watch the chimney to learn whether a Pope has been elected or not.  When selected, the presiding cardinal approaches the elected for his consent.  If he accepts, he chooses a papal name, like Benedict XVI or Pope John Paul II, which has lineage to a Saint or another Pope.  He then dresses in white [cassock and zucchetto] and is announced to the world from the balcony above Saint Peter’s Square.

Fun Fact: Immediately upon acceptance of his appointment, the new Pope is led into a small antechamber to the Sacristy of the Sistine Chapel, where he reflects on the heavy burden he will carry.  This area is known as “The Room of Tears”.

Scriptural References:
	Jesus declares Peter “the rock” and gives him “the keys”: Matthew 16:17-19
	“Feed my Sheep”: John 21:15-17	
	Choosing Judas’ replacement: Acts 1:15-26
	Council of Jerusalem: Acts 15: 1-35 (especially verses 6-12)

Suggested Activity: 
· Create a “Living Papal Family Tree.”  Given short biographies of notable popes:
1. Memorize key information in order to be able to speak in the first person
2. Dress in the papal wardrobe.
3. Role-play the given pope.
4. This could be extended as a pretend Wax Museum exhibit for the entire school.  Other grades would visit the museum where 6-8 graders would be dressed as popes throughout history.  When they touch a student, that student would come alive to talk about their life and work.

· Have students role-play a conclave: the week before your mock election, have students develop a papal motto and coat of arms of their own.  On the day of the “election” gather in a room, join in silent prayer thinking about the mottos, before casting their ballots.

· Talk about the effect of the Holy Spirit on Peter at Pentecost.  Peter had been a fisherman; now, he was to be a leader of men, a traveler and a public speaker.   


Additional Enrichment Resources:
Current News on Pope
http://www.catholicnews.com/
Biographies of 135 currently eligible electors https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/holysee/cardinals/electors 
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