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Catechesis on the Papacy

K-2 Resource Guide: How is a Pope elected?
How is the new Pope chosen?

The special Church leaders, called cardinals, from all over the world come together in Rome, Italy to elect a new Pope. This is not like an election for mayor or president, because no one puts up signs or gives speeches about why they should be selected Pope.  Instead, the cardinals who vote spend time praying and listening to the Holy Spirit in their hearts before they vote. This way, they know the man they elect as the new leader of the Church on earth is the one that Jesus would call if he were on the earth today, just like he called Peter.
Scriptural References:

Jesus declares Peter “the rock” and gives him “the keys”: Matthew 16:17-19

“Feed my Sheep”: John 21:15-17

Choosing Judas’ replacement: Acts 1:15-26

Council of Jerusalem: Acts 15: 1-35 (especially verses 6-12)

Suggested Activities: 
· Talk about the effect of the Holy Spirit on Peter at Pentecost.  Peter had been a fisherman; now, he was to be a leader of men, a traveler and a public speaker. Remind them they have also been given the Holy Spirit in Baptism and the Holy Spirit has given them gifts too.  

· Have students design white vestments for the Pope. Each Pope receives new white vestments upon election; decorate vestment designs using symbols of the faith: cross, fish, etc.
· Set aside a “Chair of St. Peter” to be empty from April 21 until the election of the new Pope.  Upon election of a new Bishop of Rome, use the chair to teach about the new pontiff.  For information on the significance of the chair of St. Peter visit: https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/chair-of-peter/ 
· Pray at the beginning of each day that a new successor to Peter is chosen. 
· Have students write a simple prayer (or draw a picture) for the next Pope. Seal this important document, by drawing upon the “Fisherman’s Ring” that the Pope uses to seal important documents. Old raised buttons, or chunky rings can be used to imprint an image into clay on the back of an envelope.
