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Catechesis on the Papacy

Grades 3-5 Resource Guide: What is the Mission of the Pope?
What is the Mission of the Pope? 

The office given uniquely by the Lord to St. Peter continues in the Bishop of Rome. He carries out his office of teaching, sanctifying and governing the universal Church. The other bishops of the Church are united with the Pope and assist him by carrying out the tasks of teaching, sanctifying and governing in local dioceses all the while in union with the Pope.

· Office of Teaching

The Pope preaches the Gospel to all people and ensures that the faith is authentically taught throughout the world. This is done through his encyclicals, apostolic letters, exhortations, addresses and homilies. He is the chief shepherd, and all are entrusted to his care (Mt. 28:19-20).
· Office of Governing

Governance of the universal Church is entrusted solely to the Pope as the successor of St. Peter. By virtue of his office as the Vicar of Christ and as pastor of the entire Church, the Pope possesses full, supreme, and universal power over the whole Church (Mt. 16:16-19).   The Pope is the supreme legislator of the Church.

· Office of Sanctifying

By virtue of his office and through a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the Pope is entrusted with forming the People of God as a holy nation. Christ imparts his own holiness to the Church through the life of prayer, worship and the Sacraments. The Church’s unity under the Holy Father is a sign of unity with Christ from whom holiness flows.

What Roles or Titles Does the Pope Have?

· Bishop of Rome

· Vicar of Christ on Earth

· Successor to St. Peter

· Holy Father

· Supreme Pontiff

· Servant of the Servants of God

· Head of the College of Bishops

· Primate of Italy 
· Sovereign of the Vatican City State
(If younger students have trouble with the concept of how the Pope leads the Church in various ways, teachers may want to begin with examples of how the pastor teaches, says Mass and celebrates the Sacraments and guides members of the parish.)

Suggested Activities:

· Make a “Pope-Mobile.” Cut out cardboard shapes of papal symbols (examples: hat, miter, ring, etc.) and place titles of the Pope on the symbols. Hang these shapes on a metal hanger.

· Place a picture of the Pope on the center of a paper plate, with radiating lines, each highlighting a title of the Pope with an appropriate symbol.

· Make a three-column chart with the headings, Teach, Worship, and Guide. Have students place the following duties in the appropriate category: encyclicals, beatify and canonize saints, weekly audience, World Youth Day, appoint bishops, World Message of Peace on New Year’s Day, celebrate Christmas Eve Mass.
· Use papal vocabulary words to make a crossword puzzle (http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/)
· Create an acrostic poem based on the title “Bishop of Rome.”

· On a classroom map of the world, indicate the nations and continents where the Church is present by placing a sticker or star on that area.  Discuss the truly “catholic” nature of the Church. (Do the learners realize that the readings at Mass each Sunday are the same throughout the world? Have children pay special attention to the readings for the coming weekend, and then report back, particularly if they went to a different parish that weekend.)

· Divide a piece of paper into fourths. Label each section with one of the following words: “One,” “Holy,” “Catholic” and “Apostolic.”  After doing this, explain the Marks of the Church: 

· The Church is One because God is one: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

· The Church is Holy because she is united to God who is all-holy.

· The Church is Catholic because Christ is in her and has sent her on a mission to the whole world.

· The Church is Apostolic because she is founded on the apostles. Peter and the other apostles are present in the Church in their successors, the Pope and the college of bishops.
Have students work in small groups to name examples of these concepts in the life of the Church. For example, “Catholics all over the world profess the same faith” and “All members of the church share in the work of the church to spread the Gospel message.” Each group should choose one example and draw a symbol for it.
· Design a picture that shows the relationship between the parish, the archdiocese, and the global Church. Consider making concentric circles in which parish and pastor are named, archdiocese and archbishop, then Roman Catholic Church and the pope’s name. 
· Choose a service project to be completed in honor of the Pope.
· Design a bulletin board with a picture of Peter holding a net. Have each student cut a fish out of colored paper and then write a short prayer on the fish. Put the fish in the net.  Each day have a child take a fish out of the net and say that prayer in honor of the Pope.

· Trace the journey of Peter in the Acts of the Apostles. Have students keep a “travel journal” as if they were Peter.
· Share with students a chart showing papal succession from Peter to Benedict XVI.
Related Enrichment Resources:

www.vatican.va
www.infoplease.com/atlas/country/vaticancity.html
