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Catechesis on the Papacy

K-2 Resource Guide: What is the Mission of the Pope?
What is the Mission of the Pope? 

The Office given uniquely by the Lord to St. Peter continues in the Bishop of Rome. He carries out his office of teaching, sanctifying and governing the universal Church. The other bishops of the Church are united with the Pope and assist him by carrying out the tasks of teaching, sanctifying and governing in local dioceses all the while in union with the Pope.

· Office of Teaching
The Pope preaches the Gospel to all people and ensures that the faith is authentically taught throughout the world. He does this through his encyclicals, apostolic letters, exhortations, addresses and homilies. He is the chief shepherd and all are entrusted to his care (Mt. 28:19-20).
· Office of Governing

Governance of the universal Church is entrusted solely to the Pope as the successor of St. Peter. By virtue of his office as the Vicar of Christ and as pastor of the entire Church, the Pope possesses full, supreme, and universal power over the whole Church (Mt. 16:16-19).   The Pope is the supreme legislator of the Church.

· Office of Sanctifying

By virtue of his office and through a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the Pope is entrusted with forming the People of God as a holy nation. Christ imparts his own holiness to the Church through the life of prayer, worship and the Sacraments. The Church’s unity under the Holy Father is a sign of unity with Christ from whom holiness flows.

Suggested Activities:

· Students create a newspaper article that answers the question, “If you were the Pope, what message of Jesus would you write about?” Graphic organizers are available at https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates 
· Students identify the rules at home, in the community, and in the classroom that keep them safe.  Second graders can add Church rules.

· Use a KWL chart to assess understanding of these rules or have students use chart paper and dictate or record the different rules of these three categories (home, community and classroom). Then follow up with a class discussion on the importance of the job of Lawgiver of the Church: https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates 
· Choose a Beatitude or a commandment and have the students play a game of telephone to demonstrate how information can be changed when repeated several times. This will demonstrate the importance of passing on the teaching of the Church, the Word of God, the sacraments, and the liturgy of the Mass that has been entrusted to the Pope.  

Related and Enrichment Resources:

How to be Pope, What to Do and Where to Go Once You’re in the Vatican, Piers Marchant, Chronicle Books, 2005
